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U.S. Department of Justice 


J 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


183B-192 


Chicago, Illinois 
September 26, 1985 


GREYLORD; 

RICO-BRIBERY; 

HOBBS ACT-EXTORTION; 

CORRUPTION OF PUBLIC OFFICIALS; 
MAIL FRAUD 


The captioned project targets subjects including 
judges, lawyers, clerks, deputy sheriffs, police officers 
and others allegedly involved in the corrupt assignment 
and disposition of state cases within the CIRCUIT COURT 
OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 
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As a res ult, an undercover operation was initi ated 
in April, 1980 and I I 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned t,o your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
















TRAFFIC COURT 


The trial lasted approximately eight weeks and drew 
massive media attention. Daily reports of witness testimony 
were carried on all media and many aspects of the Greylord 
project were repeatedly exposed to the public. 

The verdict was the capstone of several courtroom 
showdowns between former U.S. At torney DAN WEBB and one of 
Chicago's top defense Attorneys. I 1 The verdict 

was described by news media as representing a complete rejection 
of the defense which could generate a favorable environment for 
future cases and which cemented Greylord success by illustrating 
the ability to convict "the big guy". 

On August 27, 1985, LEFEVOUR was sentenced to twelve 
years imprisonment. 


ASSISTANT CORPORATION COUNSEL - 
COOK COUNTY TRAFFIC COURT 
MAIL FRAUD-HOBBS ACT-EXTORTION 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 


On March 21, 1984 1 I was indicted by a Federal 

grand jury and charged with one count of RICO-BRIBERY, eighteen 
counts of Mail Fraud, and one count of Obstruction of Justice 


On April 17, 1984, 


plead guilty to all counts. 


On June 18, 1984, 


was sentenced to six months 


work release and o rdered t o give 300 hours of community service 
work. In addition I 1 is to pay $5,000 in restitution to the 

City of Chicago. 
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thereafter, it was clear that the media had learned of 
the undercover operation and the identities of several 
undercover personnel. By August of 1983, there was considerable 
publicity regarding the GREYLORD operation. Certain additional 
undercover activities were attempted without success. The 
undercover project was terminated in November of 1983 and 
the first round of indictments, on December 14, 1983 included 
3 judges, 4 attorneys, 2 police officers and a court clerk. 

In March of 1984, the second round of indictments included 
one judge, 4 attorneys and 2 additional Chicago Police 
Officers. In November of 1984, the third round of indictments 
included one judge, 4 attorneys and 3 police officers. This 
round included the indictment of RICHARD F. LEFEVOUR, the 
Chief Judge of the First Municipal District. In May of 
1985, one judge and one chancery court-appointed receiver 
were indicted signalling the expansion of the GREYLORD 
project into the Chancery Court Division. It is anticipated 
that a fourth round of indictments will issue in late 1985 
to include 4 judges, 10 lawyers, one clerk and 3 Cook County 
Deputy Sheriffs. 

Since the project has been in the prosecutive 
stage, numerous police officers, attorneys, court clerks 
and deputy sheriffs have agreed to cooperate with the UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY'S Office in connection with cases against 
lawyers and judges. To date, 4 judges have been convicted. 


b3 

b6 

b7C 

b7E 


have been guilty pleas), 2 acquittals and 6 cases pending 
trial. Break down of convictions includes 4 judges, 9 
attorneys, 6 Chicago Police Officers, one clerk and two 
deputy sheriffs. 

Since terminating the undercover phase of the 
GREYLORD operation, an ambitious historical investigation 
has commenced on all individuals on whom predication has 
been developed throughout the course of the operation. This 
investigation has expanded to include attorneys, judges 
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U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

Fii;~No. Chicago, Illinois 

•September 26, 1985 


TRAFFIC COURT 


The cases discussed in this Greylord subset stem 
from the overall court project but have the Traffic Court 
of Cook County, 321 North La Salle Street, as the common 
denominator. The subjects all have a connection with traffic 
court and generally were not part of the undercover aspect 
of the case. 

RICHARD LE FEVOUR 
SUPERVISING JUDGE - 
1ST MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 
RICO - BRIBERY; 

MAIL FRAUD 

LE FEVOUR was, prior to his indictment, the Supervising 
Judge of the First Municipal District of Cook County. That 
district is one of the largest in the country and LE FEVOUR 
was the Chief Administrator for hundreds of judges and 
dozens of courtrooms. Following his indictment, November 
14, 1984, he was placed on paid leave of absence. The 
original indictment consisted of one RICO count with ninety- 
seven predicate acts, sixty-six counts of Mail Fraud, and 
five counts of Title 26 tax charges. Of the original seventy- 
two counts charges, fifty-nine were presented to the jury 
after thirteen Mail Fraud counts were dropped from the 
case during trial. On July 13, 1985, a jury found LE FEVOUR 
guilty of all fifty-nine counts after less than five hours 
of deliberations. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 



FBI/ DOJ 





During the course of the undercover operation, 
a historical investigation was instituted in the Traffic 
Court, focusing on the corrupt disposition of warrants 
outstanding and parking ticket scofflaws. This investigation 
conducted by the Chicago FBI and the Internal Affairs Division 
of the CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT involved thousands of 
interviews of Chicago citizens. Evidence developed resul ted 

in the co operation of _______ 

| and the later conviction of the Chief Judge ot 
the First Municipal District, RICHARD LEFEVOUR, who was 
then the presiding judge of the Traffic Court. 












